
 

 

1st Armoured Regiment Association Port 

Macquarie Reunion 2021 

    
 

UPDATE 
May 2020 

 

Hello and welcome to your second Reunion update.  Sorry 
for the delay, but the world is a different place to what is was 
in March, we hope you are all well and safe. 
All major parts and costings for the reunion are completed 
and the registration forms have gone out and some are 
starting to come in.  The Association sent a  ‘STOP PRESS’ 
message to the membership recently, it contains some 
important information regarding the reunion. 
 

This update will deal with how to get to Port Macquarie 
and next month’s update will focus on ‘Where to Stay’. 
 

Port Macquarie is located on the Mid North Coast of NSW 
and is 390km north of Sydney and 570km south of Brisbane.  
It is on the coast at the mouth of the Hastings River and can 
be accessed by planes, trains, cars or boats. 
 

Air Travel – Port Macquarie airport has morning and evening 
flights from Sydney and Brisbane.  Arrival and departures 
need planning to avoid long delays if using connecting flights 
from other destinations. Although the runway is sufficient for 
jets the airlines only operate turbo prop aircraft currently.  
The airport is a 10 min drive from the centre of town, buses, 
a shuttle service and taxis are available.  Hire cars can be 
pre-arranged or organised on arrival.  With Virgin in 
administration, currently only Qantas flies there, this may 
change as the future of Australian domestic air travel 
becomes clearer. 
 

Alternatively, you could fly to Newcastle (co located at RAAF 
Williamtown but it appears as Newcastle/Port Stephens on 
some web searches) – there is an air force museum there, well 
worth a visit if you have time.  Then rent a car to travel to Port 
Macquarie (Travel time is 2hr 20 min).  Airlines that currently 
fly there are Qantas, Jetstar and REX.  You can get there 
directly from Melbourne, Brisbane, Sydney, the Gold Coast, 
Ballina/Byron Bay, Dubbo and Canberra. 
Further information and example costings about air travel will 
be issued in a future update 
. 

Rail travel – Trains run from Sydney (6 hr 40 min) or Brisbane 
(7 hr 20 min).  The closest station is at Wauchope (25 minutes 
away).  An adult return ticket from Sydney is approx. $51 and 
Brisbane $66 (economy fares, no concession).  A bus service 
meets the trains and connects Wauchope to Port Macquarie 
(adult fare $5). 
 

 

By car - For those who may drive, the Pacific Highway (A-1) 
runs north-south inland of Port Macquarie and links to it, west 
to east at the Oxley Highway (B-56).  The highway from 
Sydney is all dual carriageway and is mostly duplicated from 
Brisbane, the Oxley from the Pacific is dual carriageway into 
Port Macquarie.  If coming to Port from the west, it is not 
duplicated west of the Pacific Highway and although scenic, is 
quite a winding road and in places narrow, with long 80km/hr 
speed limits as it goes thru the Great Dividing Range and care 
must be taken if towing a van, it is however, one of Australia’s 
premium rides for motorcyclist, should anyone plan to ride to 
the reunion.  There are several other great rides around the 
area. Travel time from Sydney is 4 hr 10 min, from Brisbane 6 
hr 2 min and from Melbourne 12 hr 22 min.  Travel time from 
Tamworth, along the Oxley, is 3 hr 40 min. 
 

By Boat - If you wanted to sail to Port Macquarie it is 230 Nm 
from Sydney and takes 1 day at sea at 10 knots or 380 Nm 
from Brisbane with 1.6 days at sea at 10 knots.  The Marina 
can accommodate boats up to 75 foot, offers power, free Wi-
Fi, refuelling, black water pump-out, showers and toilet 
facilities.  Please call 02 65831940 for bookings and costs. 
 

Local Transport - Port Macquarie has a limited number of 
Uber operators (usually only 1 or 2 appear on the Uber App at 
any time).  Taxis can be booked by calling 65810081 then 
press 1 ‘for a taxi in Port’.  Local buses also run across town 
and to popular tourist destinations.  A link to bus maps and 
time tables is at busways.com.au/plan-your-trip/ then select 
Port Macquarie Region.  If your focus is on the Reunion, the 
good news is that all reunion venues and many of the 
restaurants, cafes and attractions are within walking distance. 
The link portmacquarieinfo provides full details of the area’s 
attractions and amenities. 
 

Questions and suggestions regarding these 
updates and the Reunion can be directed to 
Mick Payne at jicknmudi@gmail.com  
or John Atkinson at johnnya955@gmail.com 
 

All quoted pricing is current for May 20 and may be 
subject to change 
 

Thank you - looking forward to seeing you in Port 
in 2021. 

 

‘How to get there’ 
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