
Port Macquarie 

This is a place  

for our next Reunion! 

22 - 25 July 2021 

EOI - Expression of Interest for the Port Macquarie Reunion 

Following - See some of the Attractions 



 

 

  

Welcome to Port Macquarie 
The venue of the 1st Armoured 

Regiment Association 2021 Reunion  
(22 to 25 July) 

 
Whatever the thrill or pace, Greater Port Macquarie has 

things to see and do for all ages.  Jump aboard a high-speed 

boat, take a scenic river cruise, or ride a camel train along 

the beach.  Encounter wildlife up close, stroll one of our 

many golden beaches, or explore lush rainforests and 

breathtaking national parks.  We are rich in history, vibrant 

with art and alive with culture, highlighted with an 

abundance of festivals and cultural events. 

 

The four star Rydges Port Macquarie is located in the heart 

of the CBD.  It will be the main venue for our reunion.  It is 

within walking distance or a short taxi ride to most of Ports 

theatres, galleries, restaurants, boutiques, bars and other 

accommodation (including the Breakwall Caravan Park).  

Rydges provides breathtaking views of Hastings River and 

there's a cool grill restaurant, plus a hip waterfront 

bar/cafe.  Other amenities include a spa, a heated rooftop 

pool and a hot tub, plus a gym. 

Reunion Registrations are to be held at Rydges.  The day – 

either Thursday afternoon or Friday Evening - has yet to be 

decided and is dependent on a majority of members’ 

preferences provided at Step 3 on page 6.  

Once registered, guests may get together in a bar or lounge 

within the hotel or at a nearby watering hole.  The Meet 

and Greet, a four-hour event with light food and drink, is to 

be held on the same day in the same location. 

 
Events Day  

(Friday and possibly Saturday  
depending on numbers interested) 

 

Reunion attendees have the option to book optional 

activities on the Friday and Saturday. Cost varies 

from zero through to the high-end. Some are close by 

and others require transport. 

 

Depending on the day of Registration, members are free 
to organise impromptu troop or squadron get togethers. 
The Reunion Committee may be able to provide advice on 
venues and bookings. 
 

St Thomas’ Church 

 
One of the oldest churches in Australia, it was built by 

convicts under military supervision.  It was in the very 

early days of a penal settlement and before free settlers 

were encouraged into the area.  The bricks and mortar 

were handmade locally by convicts.  

An Informative tour of the heritage church is available. 

Subject to weather, visitors may climb to the top of the 

tower and experience one of the best views in Port 

Macquarie.  The friendly volunteers will guide you through 

the church whilst giving detailed information about the 

various points of interest. There is also a museum area 

upstairs in the 'tower'. 

 

Mrs York's Garden is a beautiful headland Garden 
overlooking the river mouth, recreated since 2015 by the 
Friends of Mrs York's Garden. 
The area has been transformed into a place of natural 
beauty using native littoral rainforest and coastal 
headland species, as well as providing safe and attractive 
facilities for the local community and visitors to enjoy. 
The stunning boat-themed picnic shelter is the best spot in 
town for a cuppa, with views in all directions to the 
pristine coastline and the passing whale pods. 
A stroll along the recently completed Mrs York's Walk 
takes the visitor from the town centre, through the 
waterfall area, over the boardwalk and through the 
bushland corridor to connect to the Coastal Walk at Town 
Beach or to following the pathway to Gaol Point.  



 

  

Breakwall, Town Beach Walk and Glasshouse 

 

A walk along this iconic breakwall, provides you with 
stunning views of the Hastings River towards Town Beach.  
The colourful graffiti rocks that lead you along the 
breakwall are a collage of messages, tributes and 
memories from visitors and locals.  Sunrises and Sunsets 
are magical from the breakwall and the sight of dolphins 
playing in the river are a very regular occurrence. 
It is a favourite spot for locals and visitors to take a 
leisurely stroll and spot marine life, marvel at watercraft 
coming in over the bar of Town Beach, chat with people 
who are casting their fishing lines and just take in the 
beauty of this picturesque location. 
There are chairs along the path and many big flat rocks to 
sit on and gaze out over the river and to the sea.  A skate 
park is at the end of the breakwall where you will see 
energetic and entertaining skills of bike, scooter and 
skateboard riders.  Nearby are covered picnic tables, 
barbecues and a kiosk with toilet facilities. 
 
Starting from Town Green, the breakwall is a popular 
starting point for the nine kilometre Coastal Walk out to 
Tacking Point Lighthouse at Lighthouse Beach. 

 
Located in the heart of Port Macquarie, the Glasshouse 

Regional Gallery is a hub for culture, creativity and the arts. 

The Gallery showcases around 20 to 25 diverse exhibitions 

each year featuring contemporary, indigenous, historical, 

traditional, design and sculptural artworks. The program 

includes regular artist talks, workshops, educational 

activities and professional development opportunities for 

the community, artists and teachers. 

The Port Macquarie-Hastings Council Art collection has two 

focus areas; abstraction and landscape profile programs. 

 

Camel Safari 
(Own transport to venue will be required) 

 
Welcome to the famous Port Macquarie Camel Safaris on 
Lighthouse Beach. 
You are invited to enjoy a unique and fun filled experience 
on Port Macquarie’s most beautiful southerly beach. 
You will be warmly greeted and looked after by friendly and 
experienced cameleers. 
Hop aboard one of Australia’s own camels and be delighted 
with stories, amazing facts and history of this incredible 
‘ship of the desert’. 
Dolphins are frequently seen dancing the waves and whales 
are commonly seen migrating during the whale season.  
Where else could you experience a sight like this? - from 
the elevated view on the back of a camel gently 
meandering along the golden sands of Lighthouse Beach. 
Be sure to bring your camera.  A fun, educational and 
memorable experience for the whole family. 
They do not take bookings just come down to the beach 
and they will get you on the next available ride. 
All rides are weather permitting and payment is cash only. 
$15pp for ½ hour ride 

River Cruises/Whale/Dolphin watching  
(3 operators to choose from) 

 
Take it all in on the beautiful Hastings River – from the 
glorious sunsets to our tranquil rural landscapes and 
abundant wildlife. 
Come and cruise with us on the wonderful Hastings River 
with all its glory.  Relax and unwind as we explore the 
tranquil waters in Port Macquarie.  Nature will entertain us 
and we often see dolphins, turtles, osprey and sea eagles.  
We offer a variety of cruises for couples, families, groups 
and functions. 

 
 



 

 

 

  

Koala Hospital 
(Own transport to venue may be required) 

 

The Koala Hospital is in the grounds of the historic and 
beautiful Roto House.  It is the world's first hospital 
dedicated solely to the care and preservation of koalas.  The 
hospital has a treatment room, eight Intensive Care Units, 
a 24 Hour Rescue and Treatment operation and multiple 
recovery yards. The hospital has a research affiliation with 
the University of Sydney, Australia. 
Walk and Talk tours are conducted every day at 3pm.  
Coach tours are welcome between 8am and 2pm.  
Educational displays and group lectures can be arranged.  
The Koala Society of NSW Inc is a voluntary organisation 
and your support will help save the koalas of the Port 
Macquarie Area. 

 
Sea Acres Rainforest Centre 

(Own transport to venue will be required) 

 

Sea Acres Rainforest Centre is the ideal place to begin your 
fascinating journey through Sea Acres National Park, near 
Port Macquarie.  Eco-displays provide a wealth of 
information about local Aboriginal culture and the 
surrounding rainforest environment.  There are also regular 
exhibitions of works by local artists, and a gift shop stocking 
a range of unique environmental products, gifts, crafts, 
educational toys and games. 
Chat to our friendly staff in the Sea Rainforest Centre - 
they're experts in the area so will be able to tell you 
all about Sea Acres Aboriginal bush tucker and Discovery 
tours.  The Rainforest Centre has a theatrette that hosts a 
variety of local events and educational activities 
throughout the year, and is the meeting place for rainforest 
meditation that runs once a month. 
 
 

Billabong Zoo 
(Own transport to venue will be required) 

 

At the multiple award-winning Billabong Zoo you can get 

up-close and personal to Australian and exotic animals.  You 

can pat, stroke, feed, hold, hear and see over 80 species of 

mammals, reptiles and birds.  They care for over 200 

animals in this friendly 10 acre Koala and Wildlife Park. 

Enjoy their much loved Zoo Talks throughout the day.  All 

free as they are included in the admission price.  Learn 

about their passion for conservation as Ambassadors for 

Wildlife and their world-renowned koala breeding 

programme.  Book one-on-one Up-Close personal 

encounters with some very special animals: cheetahs, snow 

leopards, koalas, red pandas, meerkats, snakes.  Bookings 

essential. 

Golf (choice of 3 local courses) 
(Own transport to venue will be required) 

 

Emerald Downs Golf Course is an 18 hole, privately owned, 

public Golf Course that is easily accessible to social golfers, 

social groups and visitors to the Hastings area. 

Emerald Downs Golf Course is open for social play 364 days 

of the year - only closing for Christmas Day.  The public 

course and clubhouse is surrounded by the Emerald Downs 

Residential Estate, and borders Lake Innes Nature reserve, 

along with the lakes and dams. The lush natural vegetation 

houses an array of wildlife including a healthy koala and 

kangaroo population. 

Emerald Downs Golf Course caters for all your golfing 

needs.  Facilities include club hire, buggy hire, and electric 

cart hire. With self-catering barbecue facilities available. 

Group bookings are welcome. 

 



  

  

 

 

 

 

• provide an environment that is ‘people focussed’ – to concentrate on the person, rather than the 
location 
 

• gather as many ‘black hats’ in the one location, from all eras; that is the old days of the 1950s through 
to the current day  
 

• meet and enjoy each other’s company in a relaxed, laid back, casual environment that is not hindered 
by the day-to-day pressures of our daily lives 
 

• provide a location where members and their partners may relax for a short coastal holiday – stay for 
three days or why not stay for a week in this beautiful and natural regional city that can still provide 
the hustle and bustle of city life if that is what you want 
 

• run a reunion to minimise the costs to all those attending 
 

• provide a range of optional activities that facilitate ad hoc groupings of members who otherwise may 
never meet. 
 

Costings and Registration 
 

Estimated event and registration costs may vary depending upon the number of attendees as well as 
variations relating to the economy.   
There will be an additional 15% surcharge for non-Association members (this surcharge does not apply to 
partners of Association members who attend with the member). 
It is anticipated that a Registration Fee of $35 (non-refundable) is likely to be required for each person 
attending.  Payment details and further updates are to be provided in January 2020 and each month 
thereafter. 
 

Limitations 
 

Port Macquarie is a regional city and some venue options have limited capacity.  Rydges has a maximum 
capacity of 250 for dinner – attendance is to be based on a first come, first served basis.  However, a Reserve 
List is to be maintained for last minutes changes and opportunities. 

 
Activities 
 

It may be possible to combine some activities between mornings and afternoons on both Friday and Saturday 
depending on demand.  In addition, a bus (with 48 seats) and driver may be hired for around $660 per day for 
individual groups who may wish to travel further away from Port Macquarie. 
 

Your Reunion Sub-Committee 
 

Mick Payne – President  Judi Payne – Treasurer 
John Atkinson – Secretary  Brad Golding – Projects Officer 
Steve Abbott – Local Business Advisor  Naomi Golding – Committee Member 
John Brooker – Vice President 1ARA   Russ James – Secretary 1ARA 

 
 

 

Our Objectives 
 

The objectives of the 2021 Port Macquarie Reunion Sub-Committee are to: 
 

Your response to the following EOI is ‘Absolutely Crucial’ for a decision to be made to 

go ahead and plan this event! Please register your response one way or another. 

 

 



 

         Name / Names ………………………………………………………… Partner ...………………………………………………….…… 

  I / We intend to be there in July 2021  OR 

                 If your answer is ‘Yes’ please continue on  
   Are you intending to bring any guests along with you? - If yes 

Guests .....................................................................................................      ............................................................................................................................. .... 

  ...................................................................................................      ............................................................................................................................. ..... 

               Proposed itinerary:  The four Star Rydges Port Macquarie is located in the heart of the CBD.  
 It will be the main venue for our reunion. 

Would you attend? 
Please nominate your preference/or ability to attend Meet and Greet 

1. Thursday 21 - Afternoon – Registration -  Meet and Greet $50 pp 
OR

2. Friday 22 - Evening - Registration - Meet and Greet $50 pp 

Saturday 24 evening - Reunion Dinner  $120 pp 
Sunday 25 morning - Memorial Service/Recovery Breakfast $10 pp 
Friday 23 - Events Day an opportunity for impromptu Troop/Squadron 
get togethers that are up to members to organize 
Available options for the events day: 
Driving Range/Mini Golf from $13 pp 
½ day Estuary or Deep-sea fishing charters from $150 pp 
2hr learn to Surf  from $45 pp (group price) 
Bus trips (Sight Seeing)  
Winery and / or Brewery Tours  from $65 pp 
Koala Hospital  free to visit. $15 pp for tour 
Whale watching (Jet boat) from $60 pp 
River cruise (Dolphin Watching or Sunsets) from $25 pp 
Billabong Zoo from $34 pp 
Town History walk and museums walk is free, museums $21 pp  

            Please complete and send this form before the 15th December 2019 

1. As a hard copy to:
John Atkinson (Secretary Reunion Committee)
1/6 Wattle St, Port Macquarie, NSW, 2444
Phone or SMS 0431 583 718

.....................................................................................................      ............................................................................................................................. ..................................

Your contact Phone number Your Email Address  

Yes 
  Please go to 

Yes No 

Expression of Interest  
1st Armoured Regiment Association 2021 Reunion 

to be held at Port Macquarie, NSW 
Thursday 22nd July to Sunday 25th July 2021. 

Step 1. 

Step 2. 

Step 4. 

Step 3. 

Step 4. 

Not necessary to give reason 

 Any comments you wish to make 

No 

2. Print, scan and send to:
johnnya955@gmail.com
Copy to Secretary@paratus.org.au

mailto:johnnya955@gmail.com
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